Fruit of theSpirit

The Fruit of the Spirit, Part 1
by Rodney N. Shaw



Kinds of Fruit

A. We bear spiritual fruit or carnal fruit.
Galatians 6:7-8: “{7}Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap. {8} For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of
the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

B. Carnal Fruit (Romans 6:21; Romans 7:4-5)

C. Spiritual fruit (Ephesians 5:9; Philippians 1:11; Colossians 1:5-6, 10;
Hebrews 12:11; James 3:17-18)

D. Kinds of spiritual fruit
Galatians 5:22-23, NKJV: “{22} But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness, self-con-
trol. Against such there is no law.”

2 Peter 1:1-8, NKJV: “{1} Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus
Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the right-
eousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: {2} Grace and peace be multi-
plied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, {3} as His
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, {4} by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust. {5} But also for this very
reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,
{6} to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
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godliness, {7} to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
love. {8} For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither bar-
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Love
“But the fruit of the Spirit is agape.”

A. What is love?
1. The love for money (greed)
2. The love for one’s country and countrymen (patriotism)
3. The love for one’s brother or sister
4. The love for one’s children
5. The love for one’s spouse

B. Biblical love
1. Eros, romantic or sexual attraction
2. Philia, brotherly love, love rooted in reciprocation
3. Agape, selfless love rooted in the value of the object being loved
4. The contrast between philia and agape

C. Biblical definition of agape (1 Corinthians 13)

1. Without agape love our religion is but a clanging, unintelligible, mean-
ingless noise (vv. 1-3).

2. “Passively it endures; actively it does good. It endures evils; it confers
blessings” (v. 4; Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 6:27-36) —Pulpit Commentary

3. Agape love does not promote itself (v. 4; Philippians 2:3-4; 1 Corinthians
10:24, 33; Romans 12:10).

4. Agape love is not proud (vs. 4).

5. Agape love is mannerly and courteous (v. 5).




Agape love does not seek to please self (v. 5).

Agape love is not easily angered (v. 5).

Agape love does not dwell on evil (v. 5; Philippians 4:8).

Agape love does not take pleasure in sin; nor does it rejoice in the mis-

fortune of others (v. 6; Psalm 1; Galatians 6:1).

10. Agape love endures the grossest wrongs (v. 7; Proverbs 10:12; 1 Peter
4:8; Ephesians 4:32).

11. Agape love thinks positive of everyone and always yields the benefit of
the doubt (v. 7).

12. Agape love has a positive outlook (v. 7; Philippians 1:21; Philippians
4:13).

13. Agape love survives everything (v. 7; Luke 17:4).

14. Agape love never falters or fails. Love is eternal (v. 8).

15. Agape love is the greatest force (v. 13)
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. The source of agape is God (Galatians 5:22; Romans 5:5; 1 John 4:7-8, 16).

. The significance of agape love
1. Love is the fulfillment of the Law (Matthew 22:37-40; Mark 12:28-34:
Romans 13:10: James 2:8).
2. Love is the basis of the Church age (John 3:16: 15:13; Romans 5:8;
1 John 3:16: for the brethren).

Christ is our supreme example of agape love.

1. God’s love is an unselfish, sacrificial love (John 3:16; Galatians 2:20;
Ephesians 5:25; 1 John 3:16; John 15:13).

2. He loved us when we were His enemies (John 3:16; 15:12-13; Romans
5:8; 1 John 4:9,19).

3. He was loving and forgiving to the very ones who crucified him.

. We are to have agape love.
1. For our fellow Christians (John 13:34; 15:12,13; 1 John 4:20, 21; 4:11).
2. For our neighbors (Matthew 19:19; Mark 12:31).
3. For our enemies (Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 6:27-36; Romans 12:20).
4. For our spouse (Ephesians 5:25; Colossians 3:19).



