Fit of thSp”’lt

The Fruit of the Spirit, Part 2
by Rodney N. Shaw



JOY

A. Joy is not a fickle, giddy emotion that is subject to the circumstances of life,
but a deep sense of satisfaction rooted in the victory that Jesus Christ
brings.

1. “Christian joy is no mere gaiety that knows no gloom, but is the result of
the triumph of faith over adverse and trying circumstances, which,
instead of hindering, actually enhance it.” —Author unknown

2. John 16:2; Acts 5:41; Il Corinthians 7:4; | Peter 1:6-8.

B. This inward joy which comes from our satisfaction with our relationship
with God manifests itself outwardly in our relationships with others.
Romans 14:15-17, NKJV: “{15} Yet if your brother is grieved because of
your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food
the one for whom Christ died. {16} Therefore do not let your good be spo-
ken of as evil; {17} for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

C. Christians are commanded to be joyful.
1. Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again | say, Rejoice.”
2. | Thessalonians 5:16: “Rejoice evermore.”
3. This command to be joyful is a command to orient our lives around the
source of our true joy: God.
4. If we seek satisfaction outside of God, we will never have it, and we will
never have joy.

D. God is the source of our joy (Nehemiah 8:10; Psalm 16:11; Galatians 5:22).
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E. Ways we encounter joy
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. Abiding in Christ (John 15:1-11)

. Receiving blessings from God (John 16:24; Acts 3:1; 8:7-8)

. Living for God (Philippians 1:25)

. Having hope (Romans 5:2; 12:12)

. Through Christ’s intercession (John 17:13)

. Through fellowship (Romans 12:15; Il Corinthians 7:13; Philippians 2:1)

. Soulwinning (Psalm 125:5-6)

. Reading Scripture (Psalm 1; Joshua 1:8)

. Salvation (Psalm 51:2; Isaiah 12:3; Luke 10:17-20; Acts 8:39; 13:52; 16:34;

Romans 14:17; 15:13; | Thessalonians 1:6; | Peter 1:8-10,12)

PEACE

A. Peace is tranquility of mind and cessation of strife which come from the
security of knowing God.
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. “The tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and

so fearing nothing from God and content with its earthly lot, whatsoever
sort that is.” —Thayer

Absence of undue worry, fear, or anxiety.

Peace can exist even in tumultuous circumstances.

Il Thessalonians 3:16; Philippians 4:6-7

“Peace” was part of the early Christian greeting (I Corinthians 1:3;

Il Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 1:2; 6:23; Philippians 1:2;
Colossians 1:2; Il Thessalonians 1:2; Philemon 1:3; | Peter 5:14; Il Peter
1:2)

B.Peace with God through the work of Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1; Ephesians
2:14-18; cf. Romans 3:17)




C. Peace with others

1.

Since we have peace with God, we are expected to be at peace with oth-
ers.
We are to be at peace with all people (Romans 12:18; Hebrews 12:14).

. We are to be at peace especially with fellow Christians (I Peter 3:8-11;

Romans 14:19; Mark 9:50).

D. We are to be peacemakers.

1.
2.

4.

a

We are to seek out peace.
Peace is not merely the absence of conflict. If there is no conflict at the
moment, but the root causes of conflict are alive, there is no peace.

. Matthew 5:9: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons
of God.”
Qualities of a peacemaker (taken from Studies in The Sermon on the

Mount by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones)

. A peacemaker denies self.

b. A peacemaker does not prejudge

C.

A peacemaker does not retaliate.

d. A peacemaker controls his passions (James 1:19-20).

E. God is our source of peace (Luke 1:74-79; Romans 15:33; 16:20;
| Corinthians 1:3; 7:15; Il Corinthians 1:2; 13:11; Galatians 5:22; Ephesians
2:13).



